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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
In the United States the term "music education"
generally refers to the teaching of music in public and
parochial elementary and secondary schools.

Since its

beginnings over one hundred years ago, music education.in
the United States has continued to grow and develop.
Many children are given the opportunity to extend the ir
musical responsiveness within the schools.2
High school music, aside from isolated extra
curricular performance activities, has been largely a
twentieth century development.3 Many music e ducators have
often been primarily concerned with the students who are
members of vocal and instrumental groups.

However, it

appears that the high school music education program should
attempt to serve the varied interests and talents of all
1
Allen P. Britton, "Music Education: An American
Specialty," Perspectives in Music Education (Washington:
Music Educators National Conference, 1966), p. 15.
2charles Leonhard and Robert W. House, Foundations
and Principles of Music Education (New York: McGraw-Hill
Book Company, Inc., 1959), p. 61.
3willi Apel, Harvard Dictionary of Music, 2nd ed.
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press, 1972), p. 555.

1

2
the students in the high school if it is to be a well
rounded program.
In 1967, the Mississippi School Bulletin No. 155A,
Music in Mississippi Secondary Schools, was formulated with
a threefold purpose:
(1) to assist administrators and music educators in
determining what an adequate music curriculum is and
how to develop and administer such a program,
(2) to serve as a guide and source of instructional
help to the teachers of music as they seek to ascer
tain what content, materials, and techniques might
be used to meet effectively the musical needs of
students, and
(3) to give a basis upon which can be developed a
graded course of study in local schools in order
to provide for continuous musical growth resulting
in musically educated students.l
The bulletin stressed that the high school should build
upon previously learned musical skills and understandings
to deepen the awareness of "musical expression, style, and
2
The bulletin further stressed that students should
form."
use their knowledge to read music scores for performance
and to follow scores of music literature too difficult for
their performance.

Also, the bulletin stated that students

should become familiar with great literature and its place
in their cultural heritage.
Music education. in the high schools of .Mississippi
will probably continue to grow and develop.

The methods

1
state Department of Education, Music in Mississippi
Secondary Schools, State Bulletin No. 155A (Jackson: State
Department of Education, 1967), p. 7.
2
Ibid., p. 9.
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employed by individual high schools to develop their music
programs are quite varied.

However, even the most care

fully designed music curriculum would not be effective
without attention to a qualified teaching staff, efficient
scheduling, adequate budget, proper facilities, and neces
sary equipment.

It is with these aspects of the music

program in mind that this study has been developed.
Statement of the Problem
The problem of this study was to determine the
status of music education in the public high schools of
Mississippi as of the 1979-80 academic year.

The study

concerned itself with an investigation of various areas
of music education including:

music curricula, scheduling,

teaching staff, budget, facilities, and equipment.
Justification of the Study
A study by Jordan in 1967 investigated the status
of music education in accredited Mississippi public high
1
schools.

It was recommended that a follow-up study be

done ten years later to ascertain the direction in which
music education in the public high schools was moving.
Research failed to reveal a current status study of music
education in Mississippi.
1

Therefore, the present study,

Robert Lawrence Jordan, "An Analysis of the Music
Education Program in the Public High Schools of Mississippi"
(unpublished doctoral dissertation, Mississippi State
University, 1967), p. 82.
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while not patterned after Jordan's, should assist in iden
tifying developments in music education during the past
In addition, this study has attempted to show,

decade

in

a general way, how music education in the public high
schools of Mississippi relates to the guidelines stated
Music in Mississippi Secondary Schools and to the guidelines
stated in The School Music Program:

Description and

Standards.
Scope and Delimitations
The study included all public high schools having
grades 7 12,

8 12,

9 12,

10-12, or 11-12 which were listed

in the Mississippi School Bulletin, Educational Directory
for the 1979 80 academic year.
Procedure
Data were gathered by means of questionnaires
which were directed to (1) principals,
teachers,

and (3)

(2)

vocal music

instrumental music teachers in the public

high schools of Mississippi.

The questionnaire for prin

cipal s was designed to elicit general information and
op inions which relate to the music education program as
a whole

The questionnaires for vocal and instrumental

music teachers were designed to gain specific information
related to the vocal
programs

and instrumental music education

in Mississippi s public high schools

Data from

5
the questionnaires are reported by means of tables and
commentary.

CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Two status studies were found involving music
education in Mississippi.

In 1959, Shivers, in a master's

thesis, evaluated the music programs in the white junior
high schools of Mississippi.1 At that time the Mississippi
School Bulletin listed only thirty separate junior high
schools in the state.

Shivers concluded that the number

of music teachers in the junior high schools seemed to be
inadequate and all the schools reporting listed insuffi
cient equipment.

Shivers also reported that there were

ample song books and widespread part-singing, ensembles,
and teaching of theo ry.
Jordan, in 1967, investigated the status of music
education in the accredited public high schools of Missis
sippi.2 Other areas which Jordan investigated were (1) rec
ommendations for music education in the high school as
reported by the committees appointed by Music Educators
1
Frances Shivers, "Music Education in the Junior
High Schools of Mississippi" (unpublished master's thesis,
University of Southern Mississippi, 1959), p. 2.
2
Robert Lawrence Jordan, "An Analysis of the Music
Education Program in the Public High Schools of Mississippi"
(unpublished doctoral dissertation, Mississippi State
University, 1967), p. 82.
6

7
National Conference and (2) opinions of twenty-five Mis
sissippi public high school principals concerning the music
education program.
Jordan's study revealed that facilities and equip
ment appeared to be adequate in a majority of the schools.
Music teachers without college degrees were reported by
49 high schools.

It was revealed that only 44.2 percent

of the principals reporting music programs offered any
kind of music other than band, chorus, and piano; yet every
principal expressed the opinion that the high schools
should offer specialized music courses for students who
planned to continue in music after graduation from high
school.

The high school music programs were financed by

school funds, band booster clubs, school-sponsored fund
raising activities, and tuition.
Credit was given for music courses ranging from
88.2 percent giving credit for band to 7.1 percent giving
credit for stage band.

Five bands and six choruses were

being scheduled outside the school day.

The survey revealed

that 79.6 percent of the bands, 49.3 percent of the choruses,
and 48.9 percent of the general music classes were being
scheduled for more than 50 minutes per day.

A majority of

the bands and choruses were being scheduled for five
rehearsals a week.

Participation in contests and festivals

was reported by 69.9 percent of the bands and 43.7 percent
of the choruses.

General music was made available to all

8
high school students in 63.5 percent of the schools
reporting.
Jordan concluded that only about 20.0 percent of
the Mississippi public high schools surveyed were providing
what the Music Educators National Conference considered to
be minimum experience.

He further concluded that the

majority of public high schools were not assuming the full
responsibility for financing their music programs.
Herring surveyed the status of music education in
the public high schools of Louisiana during the 1970-71
school year.

1

He compared guidelines set forth by the

Louisiana State Department of Education to crite ria applied
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools, to guidelines adopted by the Music Educators
National Conference, and to music education in other states
identified through a research of rela·ted literature.
were gathered by means of three questionnaires:

Data

the Prin

cipal's Questionnaire, the Vocal Music Teacher Question
naire, and the Instrumental Music Teacher Questionnaire.
Herring found .that most music courses suggested by
the Louisiana State Department of Education were offered
in the public high schools.

The courses which were not

offered were voice class; fundamentals of music; class
piano; and applied music for credit in voice, band, and
1
William Herring, "Music Education in the Public
High Schools of Louisiana" (unpublished doctoral disserta
tion, University �f Southern Mississippi, 1971), p. 5.
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orchestra.

Only one school offered a music history class.

The only criterion of the Southern Association of Colleges
and Secondary Schools not met was finances.

Approxi�ately

one-half of the responding music teachers reported that
their budgets were not adequate for the needs of their pro
grams.

Most of the music courses suggested by the Music

Educators National Conference were offered in the public
high schools of Louisiana.

However, the following courses

suggested by the Music Educators National Conference were
not offered:

voice class, keyboard class, and applied music

credit for private instruction in vocal and instrumental
music.
Herring's study also revealed that there were more
part-time music teachers in Louisiana than in Minnesota;
there were fewer part-time music teachers in Louisiana than
in Missouri and Nebraska.

A higher percentage of music

teachers in Louisiana held master's degrees than music
teachers in the other compared states.

Financial support

for music education in Missouri and Nebraska was similar to
that of Louisiana.
A study by Lawson completed in 1960 surveyed the
status of high school music instruction in the 374 public
school districts of Iowa which maintained high schools of
1 Information obtained
enrollments greater than 100.
1
Gerald Lee Lawson, "The Status of Music Education
in Iowa High Schools" (unpublished doctoral dissertation,
State University of Iowa, 1960), p. 4.
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revealed that music in Iowa high schools was offered on an
equal basis with academic subjects, rather than as an
extracurricular activity.

Most of the music offerings in

Iowa high schools required prerequisites.

The extent to

which the high schools were offering music courses without
prerequisites was limited.

Some instruction in strings was

There was little evidence that general music was

offered.

being provided for adequately.

It was found that 56.88

percent of all Iowa high school students did not participate
in any type of music activity.
The status of music instruction in the public and
parochial high schools in the state of Nebraska was studied
by Ganz in 1963.1
general music.

Only 10 percent of the schools offered

Four percent offered theory, and 6 percent

offered music appreciation.

Most of the schools had basic

facilities available for both vocal and instrumental pro
grams.

The majority of high schools had no regular budget

for music.
Hills surveyed the status of music instruction in
the public high schools of Missouri in a study completed
2
A majority of high school music teachers in
in 1962.
Missouri had at least a bachelor's degree, and 39 percent
1

nale Boyles Ganz, "The Status of Music Instruction
in the High Schools of Nebraska" (unpublished doctoral dis
sertation, State University of Iowa, 1965), p. 4.
2
Richard Lewis Hills, "The Status of Music Instruc
tion in the Public High Schools of Missouri" (unpublished
doctoral dissertation, State University of Iowa, 1962),
p. 3.
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reported having master's degrees.

The foremost problem of

the total music program in Missouri was scheduling.

The

greatest need in facilities was for new or improved physical
Concert and marching band were the most frequently

plants.

offered courses followed by mixed chorus, girls' glee club,
and boys' glee club.

Academic courses such as general

music, music theory, and music appreciation were seldom
offered in Missouri.
A study by Casey in 1965 surveyed the status of
music programs in Minnesota secondary schools.

The study

was designed to gather information about the music teacher,
the courses and activities offered in the music curriculum,
and the practices of the choral and instrumental music
1
Data were
departments during the 1962-63 school year.
gathered by means of questionnaires which were sent to
administrators and music teachers in the public senior high
schools of Minnesota.

Casey found that credit for music

activities was granted by 46.3 percent of the schools.

Very

few administrators indicated that a formal course of study
of any type was used in the secondary music programs.

Con

cert band and mixed chorus were the most frequently offered
courses.

Orchestra and boys' glee club were offered by

only 35 percent of the schools.
1

Joseph Lawrence Casey, "The Status of Music Pro
g:ams in Minnesota Secondary Schools'' (unpublished doctoral
dissertation, University of Iowa, 1965), p. 5.
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Fields surveyed the status of music education in
1
the public schools of New Mexico.
He found that few school
systems attempted to provide a well-rounded music program.
However, the programs in existence usually coordinated
subjects well from junior through senior high school.
Scheduling procedures appeared to be consistent with the
exception of the number of periods available.

Credit for

music classes was granted by most schools, and adequate
facilities were evident in a number of systems.
In 1969 Carr conducted a state-wide survey to
investigate the status of current programs of public school
music in Indiana and to collect data for the formulation
2
of future school music programs.
He concluded that there
were insufficient development and little use of written
statements of objectives for overall guidance of the music
program.

The curricular offerings were narrow in scope in

the overall music program.

The high school music programs

did not generally include experiences for all students nor
in all face ts of music: education.

A relatively small per

centage of schools offered classes in theory, literature,
orchestra, or keyboard.

The high school performing groups

1 · :
Gene Ernest Fields, "Music Education in the Public
Schools of New Mexico 1962-63" (unpublished doctoral dis
sertation, University of New Mexico, 1965), p. 10.

2
Robert Taylor Carr, "The Status of Music Education
.
in the Public Schools of Indiana 1967-68" (unpublished
doctoral dissertation, Indiana University, 1969), p. 4.
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spent a major part of each rehearsal preparing music for
public performances.
A study of Wisconsin public school music programs
1
was completed in 1969 by Moely.

The major purpose of the

study was to assess the status of the music program in
terms of the goals established by the Wisconsin Music Cur
riculum Guide K-12.

The study revealed that approximately

33 percent of the students in the senior high schools of
Wisconsin were enrolled in some type of music activity.
Less than 10 percent of the senior high schools offered
general music, humanities, music history, and music appre
ciation.

Band was provided in about 95 percent of the

senior high schools in Wisconsin.
In 1969 Barham surveyed the status of music educa
tion in the public elementary and secondary schools of
2
Tennessee.
The purposes -of the study were (1) to deter
mine the status of music curricula and activities in
Tennessee public schools for the school year 1968-69,
(2) to assess the professional preparation of the music
teaching personnel, (3) to survey the administrative
policies concerning music in the public schools, and
1
Donald K. Moely, "A Study of Wisconsin Public
School Music Programs" (unpublished doctoral dissertation,
Northwestern University, 1969), p. 5.
2

• Nolan S. Barham, "The Status of Music Education
in the Public Elementary and Secondary Schools of Tennessee"
(unpublished doctoral dissertation, Baylor University,
1969), p. 2.
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(4) to make recommendations for the improvement of future
music programs in Tennessee.

The most frequently named

problems were the scheduling of music classes and the
financing of music programs.

Most secondary music teachers

favored the addition of advanced music courses to the cur
riculum and supported the plan of music within a fine arts
department.
Donovan, in 1967, attempted to determine whether
differences existed between the real and ideal music edu
cation programs as perceived by music teachers and admin
istrators of selected public schools in the state of North
1
Dakota.
The 279 school systems included in the population
were ranked in order according to enrollment.

The schools

were then divided into three groups according to size.

A

random sample of thirty schools was selected from each of
the three groups.

A questionnaire consisting of fifty-eight

items was mailed to the music teacher and chief administra
tor of each of the ninety schools.

They were asked to

evaluate the real music program and the ideal music program
for their schools by indicating the frequency of practices
indicated by each of the fifty-eight items of the ques
tionnaire.

1

Jack P. Donovan, "An Investigation of Perceptions
Held by Music Teachers and Administrators of Music Educa
tion Practices and Ideal Music Education Programs for
Selected Public Schools in North Dakota" (unpublished
doctoral dissertation, University of Southern Mississippi,
1967), p. 65.
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Findings indicated that there was a difference
between the real and ideal music education programs as they
were perceived by music teachers and administrators of
selected schools in North Dakota.

There were also indi

cations that ·a relationship existed between the sizes of
schools and actual music programs.

17
The Principal's Questionnaire
The Principal's Questionnaire was divided into six
sections.

Section I sought information regarding the

organizational plan of the high school, enrollment,
accreditation, number of students participating in music,
and course of study for music.
personnel.

Section II dealt with music

It requested the total number of full-time and

part-time music teachers and whether or not there were any
who did not hold at least a bachelor's degree.

Scheduling

was the subject of Section III, and Section IV requested
infonnation regarding music activities in the school.
Section V afforded the principal an opportunity to express
opinions regarding the music program and its relationship
to the total school.

In Section VI the principal was asked

to comment on the questionnaire and/or any area of music
education.
The Instrumental Music
Teacher's Questionnaire
The Instrumental Music Teacher's Questionnaire was
divided into eight sections.

Section I requested general

information such as total enrollment of the high school
and total enrollment of the instrumental music program.
Section II dealt with personal information such as the
teacher's educational background and duties.

Section III

was designed to determine music courses offered in the
school and amount of credit given per semester for each.

18
Section IV sought information regarding scheduling, Section

v

dealt with facilities, and equipment was the subject o f

Section VI.

Section VII requested information regarding

participation in the State Band Festival and public per
formances.

Section VIII gave the instrumental music teacher

the opportunity to outline plans and improvements for the
1980-81 school year.
The Choral Music Teacher's
Questionnaire
The Choral Music Teacher's Questionnaire was also
divided into eight sections.

Each of the eight sections was

identical to the Instrumental Music Teacher's Questionnaire
except that the questions were directed toward choral music
areas.
Testing the Questionnaires
Preliminary drafts of the questionnaires were pre
pared for selected administrators and music teachers, ·who
were asked to complete the questionnaires and to give sug
gestions.

Copies of Questionnaires I, II, and III were

also circulated to members of the writer's doctoral com
mittee for approval and suggestions.

As a result of these

suggestions, improvements and refinements were made in the
three questionnaires, and they were judged valid.
Mailing Procedure
The mailing list for the Principal's Questionn aire
was obtained from the Mississippi School Bulletin

19
Educational Directory for the 1979-80 academic year.

The

mailing lists for the Instrumental Music Teacher's Ques
tionnaire and the Choral Music Teacher's Questionnaire were
obtained from the office of the State Supervisor of Music.
Each questionnaire was mailed individually with a
cover letter (see Appendix A) and a stamped, self-addressed
envelope.

Four weeks later, another questionnaire and

stamped, self-addressed envelope were mailed to those prin
cipals and music teachers who had not yet responded (see
Appendix B).

A ledger was kept with a complete list of

each principal and music teacher to whom the questionnaires
were sent.

As questionnaires were returned, they were

checked off in the ledger.
Responses to the Questionnaires
Responses were received from 193 of the 238 public
high school principals listed in the Mississippi School
Bulletin Educational Directory,1 a return of 81 percent.
Responses were received from 160 of the 223 instrumental
music teachers listed with the State Supervisor of Music,
a return of 71 percent.

Of the 116 choral directors listed

with the State Supervisor of Music, 69 responded, a return
of 59 percent.
1
state Department of Education, Mississippi School
Bulletin Educational Directory (Jackson: State Department
of Education, 1977).

CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
The data presented in this chapter were derived
from the questionnaires previously described (see Appendices
C, D, and E).
The Principal's Questionnaire
Responses were received. from 193 of the 238 public
high school principals listed in the Mississippi School
Bulletin Educational Directory, a response of 81 percent.
Section I.
A.

General Information

What is the organizational plan of the high
school?
Responses to this question are reported in Table 1.
TABLE 1
ORGANIZATIONAL PLAN OF THE �IGH SCHOOLS

Organizational
Plan

Schools
Reporting

Percentage

7-12

8

4

8-12

5

3

9-12

122

63

10-12

53

27

11-12

5

3

20

21
B.

What is the total high school enrollment?
Enrollments were divided into the following pattern

for classification:

0-225, 226-350, 351-500, 501-800,

801-1,500, and 1,501 and over.

The responses to this

question are reported in Table 2.
TABLE 2
TOTAL HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Number of
Schools

Percentage

0-225

20

10

226-350

31

16

351-500

50

26

501-800

48

25

801-1,500

39

20

5

3

Classification

1,501 and over

Responses to the question concerning the total high
school enrollment were received from all of the 193 princi
pals who responded to the questionnaire.

The largest

school enrollment reported was 2,000 in a school with
grades 10-12.

The smallest enrollment reported was 125,

also in a school with grades 10-12.
C.

Is the high school accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools?
Responses to this question were received from 191

high school principals.

There were 125 principals, 65

22
percent, who reported that their schools were accredited by
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools,
while 66 principals, 35 percent, reported that their
schools were not accredited.
D.

What is the total number of high school students
participating in musical organizations and/or music
classes?
Of the 8 schools having grades 7-12 in their or gani

zational plan, the percenta ge of students participating in
musical organizations and/or music classes ranged from
11 percent to 47 percent of the total high school enroll
ment.

The percentage of students participating in music in

the 5 schools having grades 8-12 ranged from 12 percent to
25 percent.

In the 122 high schools having grades 9-12, -

the percentages of students participating in music ranged
from 1 percent to 48 percent of the total high school popu
lation.

The 53 high schools having grades 10-12 reported

participation ranging from 5 percent to 73 percent.

Of

the 5 schools having grades 11-12, participation ranged
from 17 percent to 32 percent of the total high school
population.
E.

Is there a course of study for each area of music
instruction in the high school?
Principals who reported that they did have a course

of study numbered 132, or 70 percent.

Those reporting that

they had no course of study numbered 56, or 30 percent.
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Section II.
A.

Husic Personnel

How many full-time and part-time music teachers
are currently teaching in the high school? l
Principa l s indicated the exact number of full-time

and part-time band teachers, full-time and part-time
orchestra teachers, and full-time and part-time vocal
teachers in their schools.

The questionnaire also afforded

the principal an opportunity to indicate any "other" music
teachers in the school.

Responses to this question were

as varied as th e schools themselves.

These responses are

reported in Table 3.
B.

Are there music faculty members in the high school
who do not hold a bachelor's degree in music or
music education?
Twelve principals reported that they had music

teachers on the facu l ty who did not hold a bachelor's
degree in music or music education.

The 12 schools included

1 school :with grades 8-12, 9 schools with grades 9-12, and
2 schools with grades 10-12.

The total enrollments of these

12 schools varied from 150 to 1,242, and 4 of the 12 schools
were not accredited by the Southern Association of Col l eges
and Secondary Schools.
Section III.
A.

Scheduling

How much credit is given per semester for each
of the following: Band, Orchestra, Chorus, Genera l
Music, Other (please specify).

1
Full-time indic�tes a person who teaches the sub
.
Ject during the entire school day, and part-time indicates
a person who teaches the subject on l y a portion o·f the
school day.

24

TABLE 3
NUMBER OF FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME MUSIC
TEACHERS TEACHING IN THE HIGH SCHOOL
Type of Music Teacher

Number of Schools

1 full time band

158

2 full-time band

18

3 full time band

1

1 part time band

30

2 part-time band

2

3 part time band

1

1 full time vocal

59

1 part time vocal

70

1 full time orchestra

2

2 full-time orchestra

1

1 part-time orchestra

4

1 full-time piano

3

2 full-time piano

2

1 part-time piano

7

25
Responses to this question are reported in Table 4.
TABLE 4
CREDIT GIVEN PER SEMESTER FOR BAND, CHORUS,
ORCHESTRA, AND GENERAL MUSIC
Number

Credit
per
Semester

Band

Chorus

No credit

11

6

0

2

1/8 credit

0

1

0

0

1/4 credit

72

53

1

12

1/2 credit

91

62

2

21

0

1

0

0

1 credit

B.

Orchestra

Gen. Music

What is the maximum number of music credits allowed
toward graduation?
A majority of schools responding reported 2 credits

as the maximum number of music credits allowed toward
graduation.
Table 5.

Responses to this question are shown in

Of the 36 schools allowing no credit toward

graduation, 26 allowed students to earn credit for music,
while 11 did not.
C.

Is it possible for a single student to participate
in more than one musical organization or class?
There were 154 principals, 80 percent, who reported

that it was possible for a single student to participate in
more than one musical organization or class.

A total of
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TABLE 5
MUSIC CREDITS ALLOWED TOWARD GRADUATION
Number of Credits

Number of S chools

No credit

36

1/2 credit

5

1-1/ 2 credits

8

2 credits

86

2-1/2 credits

3

3-1/2 credits

1
19

4 credits

39 principals, 20 percent, reported that it was not possible
in their schools.
Section IV.
A.

Music Activities

How many of the assembly programs given in the
high school during the 1978-79 school year were
devoted to music?
Responses to this question are shown in Table 6.

B.

Do any classes or clubs give assembly programs
that are musical in nature?
There were 143 principals, 74 percent, who reported

that classes or clubs gave assembly programs which were
musical in nature.

Principals from 50 schools, 26 percent,

reported that classes or clubs in their schools did not
give assembly programs which were musical in nature.
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TABLE 6
NUMBER OF ASSEMBLY PROGRAf1S DEVOTED TO MUSIC
DURING 1978-79 SCHOOL YEAR
Number of
Assembly Programs

Number of Schools

1

21

2

52

3

35

4

27

5

21

6

15

7

1

8

1

9

1

10

3

11

1

12

1

C.

Do you have talent shows within the school in
which students are involved in the performance of
music?
There were 160 principals, 83 percent, who responded

positively to this question.

A total of 33 principals

(17 percent) responded negatively.
D.

Are there concerts, recitals, etc., given by
musical organizations from outside the high school?
A total of 166 principals, 86 percent, reported that

there were concerts, recitals, etc., given by mus·ical

28
organizations from outside the high school.

There were 27

principals, 14 percent, who reported having no concerts,
recitals, etc., given by musical organizations from outside
the high school.
Section V.
A.

Personal Opinions

How do the high school music teachers compare with
other high school teachers in regard to the fol
lowing: 1) professional attitude, 2) knowledge of
subject, 3) enthusiasm for teaching, 4) interest
in students, 5) discipline, and 6) personality and
integrity?
In each of the categories mentioned above, princi

pals were asked to rate music teachers as "above average,"
"average," or "below average."

Responses to this question

are reported in Table 7.
TABLE 7
HOW PRINCIPALS RATE HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC TEACHERS
IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS
Categories
Professional attitude

Number of Schools Reporting
Above
Average

Average

Below
Average

97

93

3

Knowledge of subject

102

91

0

Enthusiasm for teaching

107

84

2

Interest in students

107

85

1

Discipline

74

99

20

Personality and integrity

96

94

3
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In g eneral , are high school music teachers success
ful in maintaining healthy relationships with
1) p arents , 2) other high school teachers, and
3) members of the commtmity?

B

Of the 190 principals who responded to this ques
tion

184,

(9 7 p er cent)

answered "no"
C

answered "yes "

totaled 6,

or 3 percent.

Do you feel that the music programs in the high
school are in proper perspective with the other
are as of instruction?
Of

tion

151

the 192 principals who responded to this ques
(79 p er cent)

believed that music programs

high schools were in proper
of

instruction

D

this

(21 percent)

who

to be true

If the programs are not
should there be more or
progr am?

in proper perspective
less emphasis on the music

Of

the

the

41

principals

believed

the music

with

other

the

thought

there

There were
should be
E

in their

perspective with the other areas

There were 41 principals

did not believe

2

programs

areas

of

principals
emphasis

in

question

were not
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emphasis

(5

percent)

on

the

music

above who

in proper perspective

instruction

should be more

less

on

(95

percent)

the

music

who believed

program

there

program

Please indicate your feelings about the emphasis
which should be placed on contest and festival
ratings received by the musical organizations in
the high school.
The

were

Principals who

to

Emphasis

degrees

choose

were

There

of

emphasis

Low

were

Emphasis

183

from which

the

principals

Medium Emphasis

principals

who

responded

and
to

High
this
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question.

Of t hose responding, 15 principals (8 percent)

indicated Low Emphasis.

A total of 103 principals (56 per

cent) indicated Medium Emphasis.

There were 65 principals

(36 percent) who indicated High Emphasis.
Section VI.

Comments

Section VI of the questionnaire was reserved for
principals' comments concerning the questionnaire or other
areas of music education.

As a whole, the comments from

principals were positive and favorable.

Negative comments

were few; and n one was specific, making it difficult to
determine the origin of the comment.
Finances and scheduling were the two major areas
of co ncern which surfaced from the principals' comments.
In many schools, funds were not available to hire adequate
music personnel.

Several principals stressed the need for
1
funding salaries thr ough the minimum foundation pro gram.

Scheduling music seemed to be a problem in smaller schools.
Many principals pointed out a need for more emphasis on
music in the lower grades.

Contest ratings were noted as

being a source of increasing pressure on the students and
directors.
1
Minimum foundation program--funds appropriated
by the state of Mississippi from which teachers of the
academic subjects are paid a base salary.
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The Instrumental Music Teacher's
Questionnaire
The Instrumental Music Teacher's Questionnaire was
sent to the 223 instrumental music teachers who were listed
with the State Supervisor of Music.

Responses were received

from 160 instrumental music teachers, a return of 71
percent.
Section I.

General Information

Section I of the instrumental music teacher's
questionnaire sought general information.

Questions A,

B, and C asked the name and address of each individual
school; therefore, the reporting of responses will begin
with item D.
D.

What is the current total enrollment of the
high school instrumental music program? [1979-80]
Responses to this question ar_e shown in Table 8.

E.

What was the total enrollment of the high school
instrumental music program in 1978-79?
Through the responses t o this question, it was

possible to determine whether the programs had increased,
decreased, or remained the same since the previous school
year.

There were 93 instrumental music teachers who

reported growth in the program since 1978-79.

A drop in

enrollment since 1978-79 was reported by 37 instrumental
music teachers.

Enrollments remained the same for 12

instrumental music teachers.
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TABLE 8
TOTAL ENROLLMENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAMS
Number
in
Program

Number of
Schools
Reporting

Range of
School
Enrollments

0-25

5

166-450

6-15

26-50

37

109-950

5-41

51-75

43

125-1,300

5-L1-8

76-100

32

270-1,400

6-32

101-125

25

388-1,950

5-28

126-150

8

326-1,077

13-46

151-175

4

1,200-2,000

8-15

176-200

2

660-744

24-27

201-225

2

1,621-1,899

11-14

Sec tion II.
Information
A.

Range
of
Percentages

Personal

What is the highest degree you have earned?
A total of 2 instrumental music teachers reported

having doctorates.
cialist degree.

There were 6 who had earned the spe

Instrumental music teachers who had

master's degrees totaled 67, and 85 had bachelor's degrees.
B.

What is the total number of years you have taught
instrumental music?
A complete account of the responses t o this

question is given in Table 9.
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TABLE 9
TOTAL YEARS TEACHING INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Number of
Years in
Teaching

Number of
Teachers
Reporting

Number of
Years in
Teaching

Number of
Teachers
Reporting

1

18

15

1

2

12

16

4

3

8

17

8

4

11

18

3

5

16

19

3

6

9

20

3

7

6

21

1

8

9

22·

1

9

6

23

2

10

5

24

2

11

9

25

2

12

6

31

1

13

7

32

1

14

5

34

C.

What is the total number of years you have spent
in your current position?
Responses to this question are shown in Table 10.
TABLE 10
TOTAL YEARS TEACHING IN PRESENT POSITION

Number of Years Teaching
in Current Position

Number of
Teachers

1

50

2

27

3

16

4

14

5

10

6

6

7

4

8

1

9

7

10

7

11

3

12

2

13

4

14

2

15

1

16

1

17

1

18

1

19

1
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D.

Please list professional organizations of which
you are a member.
Responses are reported in Table 11.
TABLE 11
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Name of Organization

Number of
Teachers

Music Educators National Conference

138

Mississippi Music Educators Association

138

Mississippi Association of Educators

30

National Education Association

26

Phi Beta Mu

22

Phi Mu Alpha

26

American Band Directors Association

1

International Horn Society

1

National Band Association

20

District Band Directors Organization

34

Kappa Kappa Psi

6

Mu Phi Epsilon

1

American Federation of Teachers

1

American School Band Directors Association
Percussive Arts Society

E.

12
3

Do your teaching duties include grades other than
high school level?

3

t

thi

question
which

dutie
level

A

F

on

the

percent
othe

grade

high

school

responded
duties
bered

15 9

this

question

other

than

the

or

no

53

duties

totaled

or

74

4

7

high

than

music

teaching
schoo

had

teaching

of

the

teaching

that

instrumental
music
of

teaching

who

teacher

reporti ng

Instrumental
the

th

than

othe

Those

teaching

percent

other

than

instrumental

to

85

havin

level

Are you assigned
dutie
f
o
instrumental
music
were

re porte

percent

(2

teacher

4

o

tota

There

had

(74

included

onl

dutie

11

res ponde

wh

teacher

musi

instrumenta

15

th

O

the

music

had

num

teachers

who

instrumental

music

percent

or
seminars
How many professional workshops
clinics have you attended in the past y ear
(Please do not count student-centered events )

G

Responses

to

this

ques

tion

ar e

reported

in

Table

12
Section III
Instrumental
Music Curriculum (Band and
Orchestra)
A

to
a

this

Do

you

have

Of

the

153

question,

course

bered
B.

of

42,

or

study
17

a

course

of

study

instrumental

music

111

(83

p

ercen

Those who

t)

?

teachers

rep orted

had no

course

who

that
of

resp

they

study

percent

Please indicate which of the following music
courses and activities are p rovided by y o u r
school; also p le ase indicate the amount of

onded

had
num

37
TABLE 12
PROFESSIONAL WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, OR CLINICS
ATTENDED DURING THE PAST YEAR
Number of Workshops

Number Attended

1

38

2

44

3

35

4

9

5

5

6

1

7

1

8

2

credit given: Band, Orchestra, Stage Band, Small
Instrumental Ensembles, and Other (please specify).
A total of 157 instrumental music teachers responded
to this question.
C.

Responses are shown in Table 13.

Please indicate which of the following music
courses and activities are provided by your
school; also please indicate the amount of credit
given: General Music, Music Theory, Music History
Music Appreciation, Class Piano, Class Guitar,
Other (please specify).
This question was to be answered only if the instru

mental music teacher taught one or more of the courses
listed.
14.

Responses to this question are reported in Table
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TABLE 13
MUSIC COURSES AND ACTIVITIES PROVIDED BY THE
SCHOOLS AND AMOUNT OF CREDIT GIVEN
Courses and
Activities
Offered
Band

Orchestra

Amount of
Credit Given
Per Semester
0

1/ 8
1/4
1/2
1
1/4
1/2
1

Number of
Schools
Reporting
9
5
70
69

4
1
4
1

0

148
1
4
4

Small Instrumental
Ensembles

0
1/8
1/4
1/2

143
1

Piano

1/2

2

Private Lessons

1/4

1

Stage Band

1/8
1/4
1/2

6
7
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TABLE 14
SPECIAL MUSIC COURSES AND ACrIVITIES OFFERED
AND AMOUNT OF CREDIT GIVEN
Course
Offered
General Music

Music Theory

Amount of
Credit Given
Per Semester

Number of
Schools
Reporting

0
1/4
1/2
1

2

0
1/4
1/2

6
3

10

Music History

1/2

Music Appreciation

0
1/4
1/2

6

0

3

0

1

Class Piano
Class Guitar

1/4
1/2

1

1
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D.

Are students required to maintain a certain academic
average to participate in any of the musical organi
zations or courses listed in "B" and "C"?
Responses to this question were given by 149 instru

mental music teachers.

Of those responding, 55 (37 per

cent) reported that students were required to maintain a
certain academic average in order to participate in musical
organizations or courses.

There were 94 instrumental music

teachers, or 63 percent, who reported that students were
not required to maintain a certain academic average in
order to participate.
Section IV.
A.

Scheduling

Band and Orchestra
1.

How long is the band or orchestra scheduled
to meet each day?

Responses were received from 152 instrumental music
teachers.

Only 2 schools reported that band was not

scheduled during the school day but was required to meet
after school.

The shortest rehearsal time was 40 minutes

per day reported by 2 schools.

The longest rehearsal time

was 2 hours per day reported by 2 schools.

A complete

account of the responses to this question is given in
Table 15.
2.

If you have section rehearsals, are they
scheduled to meet before school, during school,
and/or after school?

Of the 156 instrumental music teachers who responded
to the question, 129 teachers (83 percent) reported that
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TP....BLE 15
LENGTH OF THE BAND OR ORCHESTRA REHEARSAL
Number of
Schools

Length of
Rehearsal
40 minutes

2

45 minutes

4

minutes

18

52 minutes

1

55 minutes

35

58 minutes

1

60 minutes

82

75 minutes

1

80 minutes

2

90 minutes

3

105 minutes

1

120 minutes

2

so

section rehearsals were scheduled to meet after school.
Section rehearsals during school were reported by 11 instru
mental music teachers, and 1 repo rted rehearsing before
school.

There were 5 teachers who had section rehearsals

before and after school; 8 rehearsed during and after
school; and 3 rehearsed before, during, and after school.
3.

If your students receive private instruction,
who teaches them? Director, Assistant, Other
(please specify).
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Only 3 teachers reported having no private lessons
in their programs.

There were 112 instrumental music

teachers who gave the private lessons themselves.

Lessons

taught by the teacher and the assistant were reported by
31 instrumental music teachers.

Others reported having

lessons taught by (1) nearby college faculty members,
(2) symphony players, (3) other area instrumental music
teachers, and (4) advanced high school students.
4.

Are there any students in the high school band
who are classified below the 9th grade?

Of the 158 instrumental music teachers who responded
to this question, 82 (52 percent) had students in the high
school band who were classified below the 9th grade.

There

were 76 instrumental music teachers, or 48 percent, who had
no students classified below the 9th grade.
5.

Are all high school band members included in
the marching band?

There were 157 responses to the question.

Of those

responses, 147 instrumental music teachers (94 percent)
reported that all high school band members were included
in the marching band.

A total of 10 teachers, or 6 percent,

did not include all high school band members.
6.

How many concert bands do you have?

A total of 157 instrumental music teachers responded
to this question.

Instrumental music teachers who reported

that they had only 1 concert band numbered 130, or 83
percent.

There were 24 teachers (15 percent) who had 2
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concert bands, and 3 teachers (2 percent) who had 3 concert
bands.
7.

Are high school students allowed to start band
as beginners?

Of the 160 instrumental music teachers who responded
to the question, 102 (64 percent) indicated that high school
students were allowed to start band as beginners.

Instru

mental music teachers who did not allow this practice
totaled 58, or 36 percent.
8.

Is group instruction provided for high school
instrumental music students who are not
advanced enough to make the high school band?

There were 154 responses to the question.

A to tal

of 68 instrumental music teachers (43 percent) reported that
such instruction was provided.

There were 86 teachers

(57 percent) who reported that no provisions were made for
such students.
B.

General Music
1.

How many times per week is general music
scheduled to meet?

A total of 27 instrumental music teachers responded
to the General Music secti on of the questionnaire.

General

music classes which met 5 times per week were reported by
22 of the 27.

One class met 4 times per week; 2 classes

met 3 times per week; 2 classes met 2 times per week; and
1 class met only 1 time per week.
2.

How long is the general music class period?

There were 27 instrumental music teachers who
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responded to the question.

The responses are reported

in Table 16.
TABLE 16
LENGTH OF THE GENERAL MUSIC CLASS PERIOD
Number of Schools

Length of Class
30 minutes

3

45 minutes

1

minutes

6

55 minutes

6

60 minutes

10

90 minutes

1

so

3.

What is the largest and smallest number of
students scheduled in any one general music
class?

Responses to this question were received from 25
instrumental music teachers.

The largest general music

class reported had 45 members; the smallest class reported
had 3 members.
4.

Is the general music class open to all high
school students?

A total of 26 instrumental music teachers responded
to the question.

There were 19 who reported that the

general music class was open to all high school students.
A total of 7 instrumental music teachers reported that the
class was not open to all high school students.
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C.

Finance
1.

Does your school provide a budget for the
instrumental music program?

Of the 159 instrumental music teachers who responded
to the question, 105 teachers (66 percent) reported that
the school provided a budget for the instrumental music
program.

Teachers who were not provided a budget by the

school totaled 54, or 34 percent.
2.

Does your school charge a fee for participation
in instrumental music?

There were 160 responses to th e question.

A total

of 92 instrumental music teachers (58 percent) reported
that their schools charged a fee for participation in
instrumental music.

There were 68 teachers (42 percent)

who reported that their schools did not charge a fee for
participation in instrumental music.
3.

Is it necessary for members of the instrumental
music program to participate in fund raising
activities in order to provide necessities
such as music and equipment?

Responses were received from 160 instrumental music
teachers.

A total of 133 (83 percent) reported that it was

necessary for members of their programs to participate in
fund raising activities in order to provide necessities
such as music and equipment.

There were 27 teachers (17

percent) who reported that it was not necessary for their
students to participate in fund raising activities.
4.

Is there a parents organization which contrib
utes to the financial support of the instru
mental music program?
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A total of 160
to the question

instrumental music teachers responded

There were 145

(91 percent) who reported

that they had a parents organization which contributed to
the financial support of the instrumental music program
Instrumental music teachers reporting that they had no
parents organization numbered 15,
Section V.
A.

or 9 percent

Facilities

Please check the description which best describes
your present instrumental music facilities:
1)
regular school classroom, 2) auditorium gymnasium
etc., 3) specially designed and equipped room, or
4) separate music building.
Responses were received from 160 instrumental music

teachers.

There were 86 (54 percent) who reported that

they had a separate music building.

A total of 56 (46 per

cent) had specially designed and equipped rooms;
cent) had regular school classrooms;

11 (7 per

and 7 (4 percent) had

auditoriums as rehearsal areas.
B.

Are the facilities checked above adequate for your
needs?
A total of 159 instrumental music teachers responded

to the question.

There were 84 teachers (53 percent) who

indicated that the facilities they had were adequate
Those reporting that their facilities were not adequate
for their needs totaled 75, or 47 percent.
C.

Does the school provide special storage space for
music, equipment, uniforms, etc. ?
Responses were received from 160 teachers

storage space for music, equipment, and uniforms was

Special
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provided by the schools in 126 instances, 79 percent.

A

total of 34 instrumental music teachers (21 percent)
reported that special storage space was not provided.
D.

Does the school provide practice·rooms for indi
viduals and small ensembles?
There were 160 instrumental music teachers who

responded to the question.

A total of 88 teachers (55 per

cent) reported that practice rooms for individuals and
small ensembles were provided by the school.

Teachers

who reported that their schools did not provide this space
numbered 72 (45 percent).
E.

Does the school provide office space for the
instrumental music teacher(s)?
Responses were received from 159 instrumental music

teachers.

A total of 146 teachers (92 percent) reported

that their schools provided office space.

There were 13

(8 percent) who reported that office space was not provided.
Section VI.
A.

Equipment

Which of the following equipment does the school
provide for the instrumental music department:
music stands, chairs, tuning machine, conductor's
podium, conductor's music stand, piano, record
player, records, tape recorder, and video-tape?
A total of 150 instrumental music teachers responded

to the question.

A detailed account of the responses to

this question is given in Table 17.
B.

Does the school own audio-visual equipment (such as
opaque projector, filmstrip and slide projector, or
motion picture projector) which the instrumental
music department can use?
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TABLE 17
EQUIPMENT PROVIDED FOR INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
BY THE SCHOOL
Equipment

Number of Schools

Music stands

137

Chairs

150

Tuning machine

118

Conductor's podium

110
97

Conductor's music stand
Piano

115

Record player

102

Records

55

Tape recorder

94

Video-tape
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There were 157 instrumental music teachers who
responded to the question.

A total of 146 teachers (93

percent) reported that their schools owned audio-visual
equipment which the instrumental music department could
use.

Those teachers reporting that their schools did not

own such audio-visual equipment totaled 11, or 7 percent.
C.

Does the school provide for the replacement and
addition of instruments such as tubas, bass clari
nets, etc.?
There were 159 responses to the question.

A total

of 94 teachers (59 percent) reported that their schools
provided for the replacement and addition of such
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instruments.

There were 65 (41 percent) who reported that

their schools made no provisions for instrument replacement
and addition.
Section VII.
A.

Activities

Do you participate in the State Band Festival?
Responses were received from 160 instrumental music

teachers.

A total of 142 teachers (89 percent) reported

that they did participate in the State Band Festival.
There were 18 teachers (11 percent) who reported that they
did not participate in the State Festival.
B.

Please indicate the total number of public per
formances given per year in the following cate
parades, half-time shows, marching festi
gories:
vals or contests, concert festivals or contests,
special community events, seasonal concerts, and
other (please specify).
Responses are shown in Table 18.

Section VIII.

Future Plans

Please list below any improvements which are
(For example, additional
planned for 1980-81.
staff members, curriculum changes, new or improved
facilities, etc.)
Purchasing new equipment and improving existing
facilities were the most frequently listed plans for 1980-81.
The next priority was the addition of more instrumental
music staff members.

Improvement of the curriculum through

the addition of courses such as music theory and music
history was also listed frequently.

New facilities, new

uniforms, and increased budget completed the plans for
1980-81 which were listed by instrumental music teachers.
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TABLE 18
PUBLIC PERFORMANCES GIVEN EACH YEAR
Public
Performance
Parades

Number of
Times

Number of
Schools

1
2
3
4
5

11
31
14
13
12
11

0
3
4
5

1
1
1

6

Half-time shows

8

2
5
10

10
11
12

51
25
8

0
1
2
3
4

20
41

6
7

9

Marching festival or
contest

7

6

47

13
2
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TABLE
Public
Performance
Concert festival or
contest

Special cormnunity
events

Seasonal concerts

18- -Continued

Number of
Times

Number of
Schools

0

15

1

95

2

10

0

14

1

35

2

33

3

15

4

9

5

5

6

4

12

1

0

1

1

41

2

47

3

24

4

4

5

1

8

1
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The Choral Music Teacher's
Questionnaire
The Choral Music Teacher's Questionnaire was sent
to 116 choral music teachers in the public high schools of
Mississippi who were listed with the State Supervisor of
Music.

A total of 6J choral music teachers responded to

the questionnaire, a return of 59 percent.
Section I.

General Information

Section I of the choral music teacher's question
naire sought general information.

Questions A, B, and C

asked the name and address of each individual school;
therefore, the reporting of responses will begin with item
D.
D.

What is the current total enrollment of the high
school choral music program? [1979-80)
Responses are shown in Table 19.
TABLE 19
CURRENT TOTAL ENROLLMENT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL
CHORAL MUSIC PROGRAMS

Number
in
Program

Number of
Schools
Reporting

0-25
26-50
51-75
76-100
101-125
126-150
151-175

10
17
18
10
3
6
1

Range of
School
Enrollments
130-895
109-967
120-1,455
127-2,000
212-1, 942
628-1,603
1,394

Range
of
Percentages
3-15
4-36
4-50
7-20
6-57
8-24
11
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E.

What was the total enrollment of the high school
choral music program in 1978-79?
Responses to this question were received from 50

choral music teachers.

Through the responses to this ques

tion, it was possible to determine whether the programs had
increased, decreased, or remained the same since the
previous school year.

There were 21 teachers (42 percent)

who reported growth in their programs since 1978-79.

A drop

in enrollment was reported by 25 choral music teachers (50
percent), and 4 (8 percent) had enrollments which remained
the same.
Section II.
A.

Personal Information

What is the highest degree you have earned?
A total of 68 choral music teachers responded to

the question.
a doctorate.
degree.

There were none who reported having earned
One choral music teacher had a specialist

There were 24 who had master's degrees and 43 who

had bachelor's degrees.
B.

What is the total number of years you have taught
choral music?
There were 66 choral music teachers who responded

to this question.

Teaching experience of 29 years was

reported by 2 teachers, while 15 had taught for only 1
year.

A complete accolffit of the responses to this question

is given in Table 20.
C.

What is the total number of years you have spent
in your current position?
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TABLE 20
TOTAL NUMBER OF YEARS TEACHING CHORAL MUSIC
Number of Years
in Teaching

Number of
Teachers

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
18
19
20
23
24
25
28
29

15
8
2
4
3
2
4
3
3
3
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
5
1
1
1
1
2
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Responses to this question were received from 67
choral music teachers.

There was 1 choral music teacher

who h ad been in the same position for 23 years.

A total

of 23 teachers were in their first year in the position.
Responses are shown in Table 21.
TABLE 21
TOTAL NUMBER OF YEARS TEACHING IN PRESENT POSITION
Number of Years Teaching
in Present Position
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
16
18
20
23

Number of Teachers
23
10
5
3
4
2
2
2
2
3
2
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
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D.

Please list professional organizations of which
you are a member.
Responses to this question are reported in Table

22.
TABLE 22
PROFESSIONAL ORG&�IZATIONS
Name of Organization

Number of Teachers
Reporting

Music Educators National Conference

54

Mississippi Music Educators Association

54

Mississippi Association of Educators

20

National Education Association

14

American Choral Directors Association

12

Mu Phi Epsilon

4

American Orff Association

1

National Guild of Piano Teachers

2

Phi Mu Alpha

4

National Federation of Music Clubs

1

Local Education Associations

3

American Federation of Teachers

2

Delta Kappa Gannna

4

Pi Kappa Lambda

1

Sigma Alpha Iota

3

E.

Do your teaching duties include grades other than
high school level?
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Responses to this question were received from 69
choral music teachers.

There were 47 (68 percent) who

reported having teaching duties which included grades other
than the high school level.

A total of 22 teachers

(32 percent) had teaching duties only on the high school
level.
F.

Are you assigned duties other than the teaching
of choral music?
There were 67 choral music teachers who responded

to this question.

Those who had duties other than the

teaching of choral music totaled 29, or 43 percent.

Choral

music teachers who had no duties other than the teaching
of choral music numbered 38, or 57 percent.
G.

How many professional workshops, seminars, or
clinics have you attended in the past year?
(Please do not count student-centered events.)
Responses to this question were received from 68

choral music teachers.

These responses are shown in

Table 23.
Section III.
Curriculum
A.

Choral Music

Do you have a course of study?
A total of 63 choral music teachers responded to

this question.

There were 43 teachers (68 percent) who

reported that they had a course of study.

Those having

no course of study totaled 20, or 32 percent.
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TABLE 23
PROFESSIONAL WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, OR CLINICS
ATTENDED DURING THE PAST YEAR
Number of Workshops

B.

Number Attended

0

18

1

12

2

18

3

11

4

5

5

2

6

2

Please indicate which of the following music courses
and activities are provided by your school; also
please indicate the amount of credit given: Mixed
Chorus, Boys' Glee Club, Girls' Glee Club, Madrigal
Group, Small Vocal Ensembles, and Other (please
specify).
Responses to this question are shown in Table 24.

C.

Please indicate which of the following music courses
and activities are provided by your school; also
please indicate the amount of credit given:
General Music, Music Theory, Music History, Music
Appreciation, Class Piano, Class Guitar, and Other
(please specify).
This question was to be answered only if the choral

music teacher taught one or more of the courses listed.
Responses to this question are shown in Table 25.
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TABLE 24
MUSIC COURSES AND ACTIVITIES PROVIDED BY THE
SCHOOLS AND AMOUNT OF CREDIT GIVEN
Courses and
Activities
Offered

Amount of
Credit Given
Per Semester

Number of
Schools

Mixed Chorus

0
1/4
1/2
1

8
28
22
3

Boys' Glee Club

0
1/2

1
3

Girls' Glee Club

0
1/4
1/2
1

4
11
10
1

Madrigal Group

0
1/4
1/2

4
5
4

Small Vocal Ensembles

0
1/4
1/2

35
5
3

Show Group

0
1/4
1/2

2
1
1
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TABLE 25
SPECIAL MUSIC COURSES AND ACTIVITIES OFFERED
AND AMOUNT OF CREDIT GIVEN
Course Offered
General Music

Amount of
Credit Given
Per Semester
0

1/4
1/2

Music Theory

Music History

Music Appreciation

Class Piano

Number of
Schools

10

1

0

1/4
1/2

1/4
1/2

0

1/4
1/2

2

1
2
1
2

0

1/4
1/2

1

Private Piano

1/2

1

Private Voice

0

1
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D.

Are students required to maintain a certain academic
average to participate in any of the musical organi
zations or courses listed in "B" and "C"?
Responses to this question were received from 61

choral music teachers.

There were 8 teachers (13 percent)

who reported that students were required to maintain a
certain academic average in order to participate in musical
organizations or courses.

A total of 53 teachers (87 per

cent) reported that students were not required to maintain
a certain academic average in order to participate.
Section IV.
A.

Scheduling

Choral Music
1.

How long is the choral music class period?

A total of 69 choral music teachers responded to
the question.

Three schools reported that choral music

class was scheduled to meet only 2 days per week.

The

shortest rehearsal period was 30 minutes per day reported
by 4 schools.

The longest rehearsal period was 90 minutes

reported by 1 school.

A complete account of the responses

to this question is given in Table 26.
2.

If you have section rehearsals, are they
scheduled to meet before school, during school,
and/or after school?

Responses were received from 60 choral music teach-.
ers.

There were 23 teachers (38 percent) who reported that

section rehearsals were scheduled to meet after school.

A

total of 25 teachers (42 percent) had section rehearsals
during school, and 2 teachers (3 percent) had the rehearsals
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TABLE 26
LENGTH OF THE CHORAL MUSIC CLASS PERIOD
Number of
Schools

Length of
Rehearsal
25 minutes (2 days per week)
30 minutes (2 days per week)

2
1

30 minutes (daily)
40 minutes
45 minutes
50 minutes

4
1
1
10
1

54 minutes
55 minutes
56 minutes
57 minutes
60 minutes
90 minutes

24
2
2
20
1

before school.

There were 7 choral music teachers (12

percent) who had section rehearsals before and after
school, and 3 teachers (5 percent) had the rehearsals
during and after school.
3.

Are provisions made for private voice instruc
tion?

There were 68 choral music teachers who responded
to this question.

A total of 51 teachers (75 percent)

reported that there were no provisions made for private
voice instruction.

There were 17 teachers (25 percent)

who reported that provisions were made for private voice
instruction.
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4.

Are all high school students allowed an oppor
tunity to sing in a chorus?

Responses to this question were given by 69 choral
music teachers.

Those reporting that all high school stu

dents were allowed an opportunity to sing in a chorus
totaled 59, or 86 percent.

There were 10 teachers (14

percent) who reported that all high school students were
not allowed to sing in a chorus.
5.

Are there any students in the high school
chorus who are classified below the 9th grade?

A total of 68 choral music teachers responded to
this question.

There were 7 teachers (10 percent) who had

students in their high school choral programs who were
classified below the 9th grade.

Those teachers who had no

students classified below the 9th grade numbered 61, or 90
percent.
B.

General Music
1.

How many times per week is general music
scheduled to meet?

There were 19 choral music teachers who responded
to the General Music section of the questionnaire.

Of the

19 who responded, 18 reported that general music met 5
times per week.

One choral music teacher reported that

the general music class met only 2 times per week.
2.

How long is the general music class period?

Responses to this question are reported in Table 27.
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TABLE 27
LENGTH OF THE GENERAL MUSIC CLASS PERIOD
Length of Class

Number of Schools

30 minutes

1

50 minutes

1

55 minutes

8

56 minutes

1

60 minutes

8

3.

What is the largest and smallest number of
students scheduled in any one general music
class?

The largest gen eral music reported was a class of
54 members.
4.

The smallest class had only 1 member.
Is the general music class open to all high
high school students?

There were 16 choral music teachers who reported
that the general music class was open to all high school
students.

Only 3 teachers reported that the class was not

open to all students.
C.

Finance
1.

Does the school provide a budget for the choral
music program?

Responses to this question were received from 69
choral music teachers.

A total of 42 teachers (61 percent)

reported that the school provided a budget for choral music.
There were 27 teachers (39 percent) who reported that no
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budget was provided.
2.

Does the school charge a fee for participation
in choral music?

A total of 68 choral music teachers responded to
the question.

Of those responding, 12 teachers (18 percent)

reported their schools charged a fee for participation in
choral music, while 56 teachers (82 percent) reported that
their schools did not charge a fee.
3.

Is it necessary for choral music students to
participate in fund raising activities to pro
vide necessities such as music and equipment?

There were 69 choral music teachers who responded
to the question.

Those responding included 41 teachers

(59 percent) who reported that it was necessary for members
of their programs to participate in fund raising activities
to provide necessities.

A total of 28 choral music teach

ers (41 percent) reported that it was_not necessary for
their students to participate in fund raising activities.
4.

Is there a parents organization which con
tributes to the financial support of the choral
music program?

A total of 69 choral music teachers responded to
the question.

There were 6 teachers (9 percent) who

reported that they had a parents organization which con
tributed to the financial support of the choral music
program.

Those music teachers reporting that they had no

parents organization totaled 63, or 91 percent.
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Section V
A

Facilities

Please check the description which best describes
your present choral facilities?
1) regular school
classroom 2) auditorium gymnasium etc
3) s·pe
cially designed and equipped room or 4) separate
music building
Responses

to

this question were received from 69

choral music teachers

There were 17 teachers

(25 percent)

who reported that their choral program was housed in a
regular school classroom.
torium,

gymnasium,

teachers,
ers

Facilities which fit the

"audi

etc." description were reported by 11

or 16 percent.

There were 24 choral music teach

(34 percent) who had specially designed and equipped

rooms, while 17 teachers reported that they had separate
music buildings
B.

(25 percent).

Is the choral rehearsal area equipped with risers?
There were 69 choral music teachers who responded

to the question.

A total of 42 teachers (39 percent)

reported that they had risers in the choral rehearsal area,
while 27 (61 percent) had no risers.
C.

Does the school provide special storage space for
music, equipment, uniforms, etc.?
Responses were received from 69 choral music teach

ers.

There were 50 teachers (72 percept) who reported that

their schools provided the special storage space.

A total

of 19 teachers (28 percent) were not provided such storage
space.
D.

Does the school provide practice rooms for indi
viduals and small ensembles?
Responses to this question were received from 69
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choral music teachers.

Teachers reporting that they were

provided with practice rooms totaled 22, or 32 percent.
There were 47 (68 percent) choral music teachers who were
not provided with practice rooms.
E.

Does the school provide office space for the choral
music teacher(s)?
A total of 69 choral music teachers responded to

this question.

There were 31 teachers (45 percent) who

reported that they were provided with office space.

Those

teachers reporting no office space totaled 38, or 55 percent.
Section VI.
A.

Equipment

Which of the following equipment does the school
provide for the choral music department: chairs,
conductor's podium, conductor's music stand, piano,
record player, records, tape recorder, and video
tape?
The responses to this question are given in Table

28.
B.

Does the school own audio-visual equipment (such
as opaque projector, filmstrip and slide projector,
or motion picture projector) which the choral
music department can use?
Responses to this question were received from 69

choral music teachers.

There were 66 teachers (96 percent)

who reported that their schools provided the audio-visual
equipment mentioned above.

Teachers who were not provided

with audio-visual equipment totaled 3, or 4 percent.
C.

Does the school own any instruments used for choral
music other than pianos?
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TABLE 28
EQUIPMENT PROVIDED FOR CHORAL MUSIC
BY THE SCHOOL
Equipment

Number of Schools

Chairs

65

Conductor's podium

24

Conductor's music stand

49

Piano

68

Record player

47

Records

29

Tape recorder

33

Video tape

12

A total of 69 choral music teachers responded to
the question.

Of those responding, 21 teachers (30 percent)

reported that their schools owned instruments other than
pianos which were used for choral music.

There were 48

teachers (70 percent) who reported having no instruents
used for choral music other than pianos.
Section VII.
A.

Activities

Please indicate the total number of public per
formances given per year in the following cate
gories:
contests, festivals, seasonal concerts,
special community events, joint performances with
instrumental music, operas and operettas, musicals,
and other (please specify).
Responses to this question are shown in Table 29.
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TABLE 29
PUBLIC PERFORMANCES GIVEN EACH YEAR
Public
Performance

Number of Times

Number of Schools

Contests

0
1
2
3

5
12
16
6

Festivals

1
2
3

13
31
10

Seasonal concerts

1
2
3
4
5
6
8
10

8
31
6
7
1
3
1
2

Special community events

1
2
3
4
5
6
9
10
25
30

8
7
3
5
2
2
1
2
1
2

Joint performances with
instrumental music

1
2
3

10
3
1

Operas and operettas

0

0

Musicals

1
2

17
1
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Do you participate in the State Choral Festival?

B.

A total of 69 choral music teachers responded to
There were 54 teachers (78 percent) who

this question.

reported that they participated in the State Choral Festi
val

Those reporting that they did not participate totaled

15, or 22 percent.
Section VIII

Future Plans

Please list below any improvements which are
(For example, additional
planned for 1980-81.
staff members, curriculum changes, new or improved
facilities, etc.)
New or improved facilities,
new equipment (such as pianos,

increased budget,

recording equipment,

and

and

risers) were high on the list of priorities for choral music
Many expressed concern in the area of curriculum

teachers

improvement.

The addition of general music, music theory,

music appreciation,

small ensemble classes,

and piano

class to the curriculum was a major concern of many choral
music teachers.
recruiting,
skills,

The teachers were also planning increased

improvement of their students' sightreading

and attendance at more clinics and workshops.

CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
General Summary
The problem of this study was to determine the
status of music education in the public high schools of
Mississippi as of the 1979-80 academic year.
gathered by means of questionnaires.
were directed to (1) principals,

Data were

These questionnaires

(2) instrumental music

teachers, and (3) choral music teachers.
Questionnaire I--The Principal, was designed to
elicit general information and opinions which related to
the music education program as a whole.

Section I of the

questionnaire sought general information such as the
organizational plan of the high school, total high school
enrollment, and accreditation information.

Section II

asked for information concerning music personnel such as
number of full-time and part-time music teachers.

Schedul

ing was the subject of Section III, and inforraation was
sought regarding a single student participating in more
than one musical organization and information concerning
credits.

Section IV asked for information regarding music

activities such as assembly programs, talent shows, and
concerts given by outside musical organizations.
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Section V
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of the questionnaire sought personal opinions from the
principal about high school music teachers as they compared
with other high school teachers, their relationships with
members of the community, and the emphasis which should be
place d on contest and festival ratings.

Section VI was

reserved for comments from the principal regarding the
questionnaire or any areas of music education on which he
wished to corrnnent.
Questionnaire II--The In strumental Mu sic Teacher
(Band and Orchestra) was designed to gain specific informa
tion related to the instrumental music education programs
in the public high schools of Mississippi.

Section I of

the questionnaire requested general information such as
enrollment fo r the current year and for the previous year.
Section II asked for personal information from the instru
mental music teacher including information concerning high
est degree earned and total years of instrumental teaching
experience.

The instrumental music curriculum was the

subject of Section III.

In Section III questions were

asked to determine what courses were offered and how much
credit was given.

Section IV sought i nformation regarding

scheduling, finance, and gener al music.

Section V requested

information about the type of facilities available for the
instrumental music program.

In Section VI questions were

asked to determine the provisions made for equipment.
Section VII sought information regarding the type and
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number of public performances given by the instrumental
music department.

In Section VIII instrumental music

teachers were asked to list imp rovements which were planned
for the 1980-81 academic year.
Questionnaire III--The Choral Music Teacher was
d esigned to gain specific information related to the choral
music education pro grams in the public high schools of
Mississippi.

This qu estionnaire was constructed on the

same format as The Instrumental Music Teacher's Question
naire.
The study included all public high schools having
grades 7-12, 8-12, 9-12, 10-12, or 11-12 which were listed
in the Mississippi School Bulletin, Educational Directory,
for the 1977-78 academic year.

Responses were received

from 193 of the 238 public high school principals listed
in the Educational Directory, a return of 81 percent.

Of

the 223 instrumental music teachers listed with the State
Supervisor of Music, 160 responded to the questionnaire.
This was a response of 71 percent.

Of the 116 choral music

teachers listed wit h the State Supervisor of Music, 69
responded to the questionnaire.

This was a response of

59 percent.
Data from the questionnaires were presented by
means o f tables and commentary.
in the following order:

The data were presented

data from the high school
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principals, data from the instrumental music teachers, and
data from the choral music teachers.
Summary of Data
The Principal's Questionnaire
The Principal's Questionnaire first sought general
information.

It was found that a majority of principals

had a 9-12 organizational.plan in their high schools.

The

total enrollment of a majority of the schools reporting
fell into the 351-500 and the 501-800 categories.

The

largest school reported an enrollment of 2,000; the small
est school reported an enrollment of 125.

There were 125

schools (65 percent) which were accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.

In Section

II, Music Personnel, 158 principals reported having one
full-time instrumental music teacher.

There were 18 prin

cipals who reported having 2 full-time instrumental music
teachers.

Principals also reported 59 full-time choral

music teachers and 2 full-time orchestra teachers.

A total

of 14 principals (7 percent) had music teachers who were
teaching without at least a bachelor's degree.
Section III of the Principal's Questionnaire
requested information concerning scheduling, credits, and
requirements for participation in music courses.

A majority

of the schools reporting gave either 1/4 or 1/2 credits per
semester for music courses.

Also, a majority of the schools

reporting allowed 2 music credits toward graduation.

There
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were 19 schools which allowed 4 music credits toward
graduation.

There were 154 principals (80 percent) who

indicated that it was possible for a student to participate
in more than one musical organization.
In Section IV of the Principal's Questionnaire,
information regarding music activities in the high school
was sought.

There was considerable evidence that the

entire student populations of many schools were exposed
to music through assembly programs and concerts given by
groups from outside the high school.

There was additional

exposure to music through club and class programs and
talent shows.
Pers9nal opinions were sought in Section V of the
questionnaire.

Principals were asked to rate music teach

ers "above average," "average," or "below average," as they
compared with other teachers in the high school.

Princi

pals' opinions were evenly divided between "above average"
and "average" ratings for the music teachers in the follow
ing categories:

professional attitude, knowledge of sub

ject, enthusiasm for teaching, interest in students, disci
pline, and personality and integrity.

Ratings of "below

average" were negligible except in the category of disci
pline.

There were 20 principals who rated their teachers

"below average" in discipline.

A majority of principals

felt their music teachers maintained healthy relationships
with parents, other high school teachers, and members of
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the community.

A majority of principals reported that

their music programs were in proper perspective with other
areas of instruction.

Of those principals who thought the

music program in their schools was not in proper perspec
tive with other areas of instruction, a majority believed
there should be more emphasis on the music program.
Section VI of the Principal's Questionnaire was
reserved for any comments the principals wished to make.
The comments were generally positive and favorable.

Nega

tive comments were few; and none was specific, making it
difficult to determine the origin of the comment.

Financing

and scheduling were the two major areas of concern which
surfaced from the principals' comments.
The Instrumental Music Teacher's
Questionnaire
General information was requested in Section I of
the Instrumental Music Teacher's Questionnaire.

Current

total enrollments for instrumental music programs were
evenly divided among the following categories:
51-75, 76-100, and 101-125.

26-50,

There were 93 instrumental

music teachers (65 percent) who reported growth in their
programs since the previous year, while 37 (27 percent)
reported a drop in enrollment.

A total of 12 teachers

(8 percent) reported that their programs remained the same.
Section II of the questionnaire requested personal
information from the instrumental music teacher.

There were

77
8 teachers who had earned degrees above the master's degree.
Of the 8 teachers, 2 had doctorates and 6 had specialist
degrees.

A total of 67 instrumental music teachers had

earned master's degrees, while 85 had bachelor's degrees.
Of the 159 teachers who responded, 100 fell within the
range of 1 to 10 years of teaching experience.

When asked

the total number of years in their present posision, teach
ers were heavily concentrated in the 1 to 5 year range.
Section III of the questionnaire dealt with the
instrumental music curriculum.

Of the 153 who responded,

111 had a course of study for instrumental music.

Band,.

stage band, and small instrumental ensembles were the most
frequently offered instrumental music activities.

Special

music courses such as music theory and music history were
offered very infrequently.

Only 55 out of the 149 instru

mental music teachers who responded reported that students
were required to maintain a certain academic average in
order to participate in musical courses or activities.
Section IV was concerned with scheduling, finance,
and general music.

A majority of the instrumental music

teachers' rehearsals were 50 to 60 minutes.

Of the 156

teachers who responded, 129 had their section rehearsals
after school.
Instrumental music teachers were to respond to the
General Music part of Section IV only if they taught the
class.

There were 27 who responded.

The average length
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of the general music class was 55 minutes.
ranged from 3 to 45 students.

The class size

Of the 27 instrumental music

teachers who responded, 19 (73 percent) reported that the
general music class was open to all high school students.
In the area of finance, 105 out of 159 instrumental
music teachers (66 percent) reported that they were provided
budgets by their schools.

When asked about fees for par

ticipation, 92 out of 160 responding (58 percent) reported
that their schools charged fees for participation.

A

majority of the instrumental music teachers had to depend
on fund raising by the students and parents organization
for financial support.
Section V of the questionnaire requested information
regarding facilities.

Only 18 of the 160 instrumental

music teachers who responded were relegated to regular
classrooms (11) and auditoriums (7) for rehearsal areas.
A majority of teachers were provided special storage space
for uniforms and equipment and office space.

However, less

than a majority of teachers had practice rooms for indi
viduals and ensembles.
Equipment was the subject of Section VI.

Instru

mental music departments throughout the state were well
provided for in the way of basic equipment such as music
stands, chairs, and tuning machines.

In most cases pro

visions were not made for records and video tapes.

There

were 94 out of 159 (59 percent) who reported that their

79
schools provided for the replacement and addition of the
larger school-owned instruments.
Section VII requested information regarding the
type and number of public performances given by the instru
mental music department.
varied widely.

The responses to this section

Please refer to Table 18.

In Section VIII instrumental music teachers were
asked to list improvements which were planned for the
1980-81 academic year.

The top priorities were purchasing

new equipment and improving existing facilities.

Next on

the list of priorities was the addition of more instrumental
music staff members.

Other plans listed were improvement

of the curriculum, new facilities, new uniforms, and
increased budget.
The Choral Music Teacher's
Questionnaire
Section I of the Choral Music Teacher Questionnaire
requested general information.

Current total enrollments

for choral music were heavily concentrated in the follow
ing categories:

0-25, 26-50, and 51-75.

With 50 teachers

responding, 21 (42 percent) reported growth in their pro
grams, 25 (SO percent) reported a drop in enrollment, and
4 (8 percent) had enrollments which remained the same.
Personal information was requested in Section II
of the Choral Music Teacher Questionnaire.

Of the 68

choral music teachers who responded, there were 43 bachelor's

80
degrees, 24 master's degrees, and one specialist degree.
Of the 66 choral music teachers who responded, 47 teachers
(71 percent) fell within the 1-10 year range of teaching
experience.

When asked the total number of years in their

present position, teachers were heavily concentrated in
the 1 to 5 year range.
The choral .music curriculum was the subject of
Section III of the questionnaire.

Of the 63 choral music

teachers who responded, 43 (68 percent) reported that they
had a course of study.

Mixed chorus and girls' glee club

were the most frequently offered choral music activities.
Special music courses such as music theory and music history
were offered very infrequently.

Only 8 of the 149 instru

mental music teachers (5 percent) who responded reported
that students were required to maintain a certain academic
average in order to participate in musical courses or
activities.
Section IV requested information regarding schedul
ing, finance, and general music.

The average length of the

choral music teachers' rehearsal was between 50 and 60
minutes.

Of the 68 choral music teachers responding, 51

(75 percent) reported that no provisions were made for
private voice instruction.

Only 10 out of 69 choral music

teachers (14 percent) reported that all high school stu
dents were not allowed an opportunity to sing in a chorus.
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Choral music teachers were to respond to the
General Music part of Section IV only
class

Of the 19 who responded

general music met less

if they

taught the

only one reported that

than 5 times per week

length of the general music class was

The average

55 minutes

Only

3

of the 19 responding choral music teachers reported that
the general music class was not open to all high school
students.
In the area of finance,
teachers

42 out of 69 choral music

(61 percent) were provided a budget by their

schools.

Only 12 choral music teachers

(18 percent)

reported that their schools charged a fee for participa
tion in choral music.

A majority of the choral music

teachers had to depend on fund raising by students for
financial support.
Section V of the choral music teacher questionnaire
requested information regarding facilities.

Only 11 choral

music teachers (16 percent) had facilities which fit the
"auditorium, gymnasium, etc." description.

There were 50

of the 69 (84 percent) who reported that their schools
provided special storage space for music, equipment, and
uniforms.

However, only 22 of the 69 (32 percent) were

provided with practice rooms, while 31 of the 69 (45 per
cent) had office space.
Section VI requested information about equipment
Choral music teachers seemed to have the basic necessities
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such as chairs, conductor's music stands, and pianos.

Of

the 69 choral music teachers who responded, 21 (30 percent)
reported that their schools owned instruments other than
pianos which were used for choral music.
Public performances were the subject of Section VII.
The responses to this question are much too varied to sum
marize.

Please refer to Table 29.
In Section VIII choral music teachers were asked

to list improvements which were planned for the 1980-81
academic year.

New or improved facilities, increased

budget, and new equipment were at the top of the lists of
priorities for choral music teachers.

Curriculum improve

ment and the addition of more specialized classes such as
music theory and small ensemble classes were also major
concerns.
Conclusions
1.

A majority of instrumental music teachers

(63 percent) and choral music teachers (71 percent) who
responded to the questionnaires had taught 10 years or
less.
2.

Orchestra programs are virtually nonexistent

except in a few areas of the state.
3.

Principals reported 12 music teachers who were

teaching without holding at least a bachelor's degree.
Jordan's study in 1967 revealed 49 music teachers teaching
without such a degree.
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4.

Principals reported far more band personnel

than choral personnel (see Table 3).
5.

A majority of the band and choral programs in

the state adhere to the basic guidelines given in Music in
Mississippi Secondary Schools regarding scheduling, credit,
facilities, equipment, and budget.

These guidelines are

at times so general, however, that almost any school's
music program could be made to adhere.
6.

A majority of band and choral music programs

were in accordance with the Basic Program recommendations
made by the Music Educators National Conference in The
School Music Program:

Description and Standards, except

in the following areas:
a.

The availability of orchestra in the high
school.

b.

The availability of at least one
organization-emphasis or description
emphasis course in the high school with
an additional course for each 300 students
above 300.

7.

1

Since Jordan's study in 1967, music education

in the public schools of Mississippi has advanced in the
following areas:
a.
1

A greater number of music programs are

rncludes electives sometimes referred to as non
performance courses.
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now supported within the school budgets.
b.

More music classes and performing groups
are now scheduled within the school day.

c.

There is now greater participation by bands
and choruses in music festivals.
Recorrnnendations

The writer recommends:
1.

That means be sought to revise Music for

Mississippi Secondary Schools since it is presently out
of print.
2.

That an effort be made to strengthen the choral

music programs in the state, possibly through a stronger
choral teachers organization and a state festival where
individual choirs perform for ratings.
3.

That more music courses be taught which are

not performance oriented such as general music and music
appreciation.
4.

That more specialized music courses be offered,

such as music theory and music history, for students who
plan to make music a career.
5.

That a similar study be done to cover the

junior high and elementary music programs in the state.

APPENDIX A
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Martha L. Adkins
2316 Lake Street
Lake Charles, La. 70601
January 7, 1980

Dear Sir:
I am working toward a Ph. D . Degree in Music Education
at the University of Southern Mississippi with Dr. Joe Barry
My dissertation topic is:
Mullins as my major professor.
� current status Q!.. Music Education .1n � Public filJm
Scnopls .Q1: Mississippi. The questionnaire which is enclosed
is designed to obtain information which will assist in
determining the status.
I feel that the study can benefit the music education
programs in the high schools of Mississippi. The information
which you provide can play an important part in the study.
All information will be strictly confidential. No
Please take a
school or individual will be identified.
few minutes to answer this questionnaire and return it to
me in the stamped, self-addressed envelope which is enclosed.
I greatly appreciate your assistance.
Sincerely,

1/Jta&tu � Udkuv

Martha L. Adkins

APPENDIX B
FOLLOW-UP LETTERS
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Martha L. Adkins
2316 Lake Street
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70601
January 26, 1980

Dear Principal:
Recently I mailed a questionnaire to you entitled
Public High Schools of Mississippi. This questionnaire
to obtain information regarding my dissertation topic:
Status of Music Education in the Public High Schools of

Music i£_ the
was designed
The Current
Mississippi.

I know you are very busy at this time of year. However, if you
could take just a few minutes and fill out this questionnaire, I wo�ld
appreciate it very much. All information obtained can play a vital part
in the results of this research.
I am enclosing another copy of the questionnaire as well as a
stamped, self addressed envelope for your convenience.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

/JJt't,L.Z:h�/

7

X t!?d.1'viuV

Martha L. Adkins
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Martha L. Adkins
2316 Lake Street
Lake Charles, La. 70601
January 30, 1980

Dear Band Director:
Recently I mailed a questionnaire to you entitled Music in the
Public !!!.5!tSchools of Mississippi. This questionnaire was designed
to obtain information to be used in my dissertation topic: The Current
Status of Music Education in the Public fil:l!la. Schools .2!. Mississiwi.
I know your time is valuable and that you are very busy at this
time of the school year. However, I would appreciate it very much if
you would take just a few minutes to complete the questionnaire. For
your convenience I have enclosed another copy of the above-mentioned
questionnaire along with a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
Thank you very much for your cooperation.
Sincerely,

7·y;MLl,1,/(,)

X�

Martha L. Adkins

APPENDIX C
THE PRINCIPAL'S QUESTIONNAIRE
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MUSIC IN THE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF MISSISSIPPI
1979-80
QUESTIONNAIRE I--THE PRINCIPAL
Nallie of School: __________________________________
School Address: __________________________________
City : _____________________Zip Code: ___________
I,

GENERAL INFORMATION:
A.

What is the organizational plan of the high school?
Grades 9-12___

B.
C,
D.

What is the total high school enrollment?_______
Ia the high school accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges
No__
Yes__
and Secondary Schools?
What is the total number of high school students participating in
musical organizations and/or music classes?______

Ia there a course of study for each area of music instruction in
the high school?
Yes__
MUSIC PERSONNEL:
E,

II.

A.

No__

Row many full-time and part-time music teachers are currently
teaching in the high school?
Full-time band________
Full-time orchestra____

III.

(check one)

Grades 10-12___

Part-time band'----Part-time orchestra__

Full-time vocal_______
Part-time vocal____
Other (please specify)___________________
B. Are there music faculty members in the high scho9l who do not hold a
Bachelor's Degree in music or music education?
Yee__
No__
SCHEDULING:
A.

How much credit is given per semester for ·each of the following:
Band__ Orchestra__ Chorus__ General Music__ Other_______
(please specify)

B.

What is the maximUJII number of music credits allowed toward graduation?__

C.
IV.

Is it possible for a single student to participate in more than one
musical organization or class?
Yes__
No__
MUSIC ACTIVITIES:

A.
B.

,

C.
D.

How many of the assembly programs given in the high school during
the 1978-79 school year were devoted to music?______
Do an:, classes or clubs give assembly programs that are musical in
nature?
Yes__
Do you have talent sho�s within the school in which students are
involved in the performance of music?
Yes

No
No

Are there concerts, recitals. etc., given by musical organizations from
outside the high school?
Yes__
No
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V.

PERSONAL OPI1/IONS:
A.

How do the high school music teachers compare with other high school
teachers in regard to the following:
Above
Below
Average
Average
Average
1)

ProfP.ssional Attitude

2}

Knowledge of Subject

3)

Enthusiasm for teaching

4)

5)

6)

B.

c.
D.

E.

lntereet in Students
Discipline
Personality and Integrity

In general, are high school music teachers successful in maintaining
healthy relationships with (1) parents, (2) other high school teachers,
and (3) members of the commwiity?
Yes__
No__
Do you feel that the music programs in the high school are in proper
No__
perspective with the other areas of instruction?
Yes__

If the programs are not in proper perspective, should there be more
or less emphasis on the music progro.m?
More Emphasis__
Less Emphasis__
Please indicate your feelings about the emphasis which should be placed
on contest and festival ratings received by the musical organizations in
the high school.
Low Oaphasis

VI.

COMMENTS:

Medium Emphasis

High Emphasis

(This space is reserved for your comments concerning this
questionnaire, or any other areas of music _education.)

Please check here if you wish to receive a copy of the information obtained
---in the study.

APPENDIX D
THE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC TEACHER'S
QUESTIONNAIRE
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MUSIC IN THE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF MISSISSIPPI
1979-80
QUESTIONNAIRE II--THE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC TEACHER (BAND AND ORCHESTRA)
I.

GENERAL I!'lFOPJ-!ATION:
A.

Name of School: ______________________________

B.

School Address: ______________________________

C.
D.

City : ___________________Zip Code: __________
Current Total Enrollment of High School Instrumental Music Program: ____

E.
II.

Total Enrollment of High School Instrumental Music Program in 1978-79: ___

PERSONAL INFORMATION:
A.

Highest Degree Earned:
Bachelors

Specialist__

Doctorate__

B.

Total years of instrumental teaching experience: ________

D.

Please list professional organizations of which you are a member: _____

E.

Do your teaching duties include grades other than high school level?
No
Yes
Are you assigned duties other than the teaching of instrulllental music?
No
Yes
How many professional workshops, seminars, or clinics have you attended
in the past year? (Please do not count student-centered events.)_____

c.

F.
G.
III.

(check one)

Mastera__

Total years in current position: ________

--

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC CURRICULUM (BAND AND ORCHESTRA):
A.
B.

Do you have a course of study?

No__
Yes__
Please indicate which of the following music courses and activities
are provided by your school, also please indicate the amount of credit
given:
Course
Credit Given
Offered
Per Semester
1) Band
Yes__No__
2)

Orchestra

3)

Stage Band

4)

Small Instrumental Ensembles

5)

Other (please specify)

Yes__No__
Yes__No__
Yes__No__

96

2

(PLEASE ANSWER
C

Pleaso
are

"C"
i

ONLY

IF YOU TEACH ONE OR MORE OF THE COURSES LISTED.)
which

c
n
provide d by

ate

di

your

of

the

following

school,

also

given :

IV

courses

indicate

Music

the

Yes

Given

No

Theory

Yes

No

3)

Music

History

Yes

No

4)

Music

Appreciation

Yes

No

5)

Class

Piano

Yes

No

6)

Class

Guitar

Yes

No

Other

(please

students

credit

Per Semester

M sic

Are

of

Credit

General

s

activities

amount

Offered

2)

)

and

Course

1)

7

D

music

please

--

ify)

pec

required

a t cip te in any
a
p r i
in
"B" and
"C"?

of

to

the

maintain
musical

a

certain

academic

organizations

o

average

courses

to

listed

Yes__

No

SCHEDULING:
A

Band and Orchestra
1

How

2

I

long
you

I

the

have

Before
3

is

Directo r
A

ther

5

Ar

all

th

rehearsals
During

students

4

orchestra

o

section

School

you

r
berow

band

receive

9th

high

students
g rade ?

school

when

private

th

meet

School_

instruction

high

(pleas
school

each

scheduled

After

Othe

in

to

are the

School

Assistan t
an

scheduled

who

to

teaches

who

ar

member

included

in

th

them

Ho

man

concer

7

Ar

high

school

band

d

student

you

have?

allowe

t

I

grou

instructio

wh
ar
no
tudent
s
(Such as intermediat

?

____

marchin

No
band
N

_
star

ban

a

beginners
Yes

8

?

classified

Yes _
6

_

_

meet

Yes
_
_
band

?

_

spe cify )

band

day

No

_

schoo
instrumental musi
rovid ed fo
high
p
schoo
mak
enough
t
band
the hig
advance
ban

d

or 2nd o

3r

concer

bands
Yes

N
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(IF THE SCHOOL DOES NOT 01''FER GENERAL MUSIC, PLEASE GO ON TO "C" FINANCE.
B.

General Music:
. 1. How many times per week is general music scheduled to meet?_____
2. How long is the general music class period?______
3.

4.
C.

1.

3.
4.

No

Does your school provide a budget_for
the instrumental music
•
Yea__
prograaz7

No__

Does your school charge a fee for participation in instrumental
No__
music?
Yee__
le it necessary for members of the instrumental music program to
participate in fund raising activities in order to provide
necessities such as music and equipment?
No__
Yee__
le there a parent organization which contributes to the financial
support of the instrumental music program?
No__
Yea__

FACILITIES:

A.

Please check the description which best describes your present
instrumental music facilities:
1)
2)

B.
c.
D.
E.
VI.

Ia the general music class open to all high school students?
Yee__

Finance:
2.

V•

What is the largest and smallest number of students scheduled in
Smallest__
Largest__
any one general music class?

3)
4)

Regular school classroom___________
Auditorium, gymnasium, etc. __________

Specially designed and equipped room_____
Separate music building____________

Are the facilities checked above adequate for your needs?
Yee__

No__

Does the school provide practice rooms for individuals and small
Yes__
ensembles?

No__

Does the school provide special storage space for music, equipment,
Yee__
No__
uniforms, etc.7

Does the school provide office space for the instrumental music
teacher{s)7
Yes__

EQUIPMENT:
A.

B.
C.

No__

Which of the following equipment does the school provide for the
instrumental music department? (Please check those provided.)
Music Stands
Chairs
Tuning machine
Conductor's podium
Conductor's ifu'sic Stand Piano
Recor<i'Player-- Records--. Tape Recorder__ Video-Tape__ --

Does the school own audio-visual equipment (such as opaque projector,
filmstrip and slide projector, or motion picture projector) which
the instrumental music department can use?
No__
Yes__

Does the school provide for the replacement and addition of instruments
euch as tubas, bass clarinets, etc.?
Yea__
No __
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VII.

ACTIVITIES:
A.
B.

VIII.

No__
Yes__
Pleaae indicate the total nlllllber of public performances given per
year in the following categories:
Parades
Half-time showe
Marching festivals or contests
Concert r;;;;rivals or contest_a__
Special community events__ s;;;:;;;;:;nal concerts__ Other (specify)_
Do you participate in the State Band Festival?

FUTURE PLANS:
Please list below any improvements which are planned for 1980-81. (For
example, additional staff members, curriculum changes, new or improved
facilities, etc.)

Please check here if you wish to receive a copy of the information obtained
---in the study.

APPENDIX E
THE CHORAL MUSIC TEACHER'S QUESTIONNAIRE
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MUSIC IN THE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF MISSISSIPPI
1979-80
QUESTIONllAIRE III---THE CHORAL MUSIC TEACHER
I.

GENERAL INFORMATION:
A.

Name of School: ___________

B.

School Addreee: __________

C.

City: _______

E.

Total Enrollment of High School Choral Program in 1978-79: _

D.

II.

__

_

___

_

___

_

Zip Code: ____
_
Current Total Enrollment of High School Choral Program:
_

_
__
_

PERSONAL INFORMATION:
A.
B.
C.
D.

E.

Highest Degree Earned:
Bachelors __

(check one)

Masters __

Doctorate _

Specialist

Total years of choral teaching experience: _

_
____
Please list professional organizations of which you are a member:
Total years in current position:

_

Do your teaching duties include grades other than high school level?
No
Yee__

F.

III.

Are you assig ed duties other than the teaching of choral music?
(Such as other subjects, study hall, etc.)
No _
Yee_
G. How many professional workshops, seminars, or clinics have you attended
in the psst year? (Please do not count student-centered events.)
_
CHORAL MUSIC CURRICULUM:
A.

Do you have a course of study?

B.

Please indicate which of the following music courses and activities
are provided by your school; also please indicate the amount of credit
given:
Credit Given
Course
Per Semester
Offered

Yes

--No--

Mixed Chorus

Yes

2)

Boys' Glee Club

Yes _ No __

3)

Girls' Glee Club

Yes

1)

--No--

Madrigal Group

Yes__No __

5)

Small Vocal Ensembles

Yes

6)

Other (please specify)

4)

--No--

No
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(PLEASE ANSWER ''C" ONLY IF YOU TEACH ONE OR MORE OF THE COURSES LISTED.)
C.

Please indicate which of the following music courses and activities
are provided by your school; also please indicate the amount of credit
given:
Course
Credit Given
Offered
Per Semester

1)

General Music

2)

Music Theory

Yes__No__

3)

Music History

Yes__No__

4)

Music Appreciation

5) Class Piano
6) Class Guitar
7)
D.
IV.

Yes__No__

Yes__No__
Yes__No__
Yes__No__

Other (please specify)

Are students required to maintain a certain academic average to
participate in any of the musical organizations or courses listed
No__
in "B" and "C"?
Yes__

SCHEDULING:
A.

Choral Music:
1.
2.

How long is the choral music class period?______

If you have section rehearsals, when are they scheduled to meet?

Before School__

During School__

After School

3.

Are provisions made for private voice instruction?
Yes__

4.

Are all high school students (schedule permitting) allowed an
opportunity to sing in a chorus?
No__
Yes__

5.

Are there any students in the high school chorus who are
classified below the 9th grade?
Yea__

No

No__

(IF THE SCHOOL DOES NOT OFFER GENERAL MUSIC, PLEA.SE GO ON TO "C" FINANCE.
B.

General Music:
1.

How many times per week is general music scheduled to meet?____

2.

How long is the general music class period?_____
What is the largest and smallest number of students scheduled in
any one general music class?
Smallest __
Largest __

4.

Is the general music class open to all high school students?
No__
Yes__

102

3
C.

Finance:
1.
2.

V.

Does the school provide a budget for the choral music program?
Yea__
No
Does the school charge a fee for participation in choral music?
Yes__
No__

3.

Is it necesaar,y for choral music students to participate in fund
r�ising activities to provide necessities such as music and
equipment?
Yea
No

4.

Is there a parent organization which contributes to the financial
support of the choral music program?
Yea__
No__

�'AGILITIES:
A.

Please check the description which best describes your present
choral facilities:
1)

Regular school classroom_________

2)

Auditorium, gymnasium, etc. ________

3)
4)

Specially designed and equipped room____
Separate music buildin ..,___________

B.

No__
Does the school provide special storage space for music, equipment,
uniforms, etc.?
Yes__
No__

D.

Does the school provide practice rooms for individuals and Bmall
ensembles?
Yes__
No__

c.

Ia the choral rehearsal area equipped with risers?

Yea__

E.

VI.

Does the school provide office space for the choral music teacher{s)?
Yee__
No__
EQUIPMENT:
A.

Which of the following equipment does the school provide for the
choral music department? {Please check those provided.)
Chairs
Conductor's podilllll
Conductor's Music Stand
PianoRecord Player__ Records__ Tape Recorder__ Video-Tape_

B.

Does the school own audio-visual equipment {such as opaque projector,
filmstrip and slide projector, or motion picture projector) which
the choral music department can use?
No__
Yes__

c.
VII.

Does the school own any instruments used for choral music other than
pianos?
No__
Yee__
ACTIVITIES:

A.

B.

,.

Please indicate the total number of public performances given per
year in the following categories: Contests
Festivals
Seasonal concerts
Special community events
Joint performances with instrumental music
Operas, operettas,
Musicals__ Other (please specify)___________-_-_-_____
Do you participate in the State Choral Festival?
Yes__
No__
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VIII.

FUTURE PLANS:
Please list below any improvements which are planned for 1980-81.
(For example, additional staff members, curriculum changes, new or
improved facilities, etc.)

Please check here if you wish to receive a copy of the information obtained
---in the study.

I
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